i & s " ettt ket R ERRETETE s = s e - e e T e AR R - m———

. "; 'No_Objection to Declassification in Full 2012/04/23 : LOC-HAK-16-5-22-4.
~MEMORANDUM o |
| ' THE WHITE HOUSE

.WASHINGTON

- TTBEGRETI/EYES ONLY . September 10, 1971

'MEMORANDUM FOR: = HENRY A, KISSINGER

. FROM: AL HAG @

At Tab A is a copy of the Jackson speech. ' It is not quite as "defectorish!
" .as Lehman indicated and for thls reason is all the more troublesome a.nd
‘ effective.

.'1 discussed with David Abshire last night the probable agenda for senatorial
" business with respect to the procurement bill. He stated that the bill will
" be introduced today and that deliberations, debate, etc., will probably
run through next week. He believes we will have at least a few days,
maybe until next Wednesday, before any votes will be possible. He also
states that it may be that the procurement bill will be set aside and that
~ the Senate will move to the Draft bill, However, his discussion yesterday
‘with Braswell confirmed the intent to proceed with the procurement bill,
get it out of the way and then proceed to the Draft bill in the anticipation
~ofa flllbuster. :

' At Tab B is a directive to the Departments designed to eliminate initial |
panic or breast-beating as a result of Jackson's speech. '

REC OMM ENDAT ION

-That you approve the directive at Tab B.

o/ &

~ Approve | Dlsapprove

| Attachments f
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DOS, NSS, Rewew‘ :
Completed
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FOLLOHING Ls TEXT OF SPEECH ¢ FNATOR HENRY JACKSON WILL ' |
'PELIVER ON FLOOR OF SEMATE AFTERNOOM 0F FRIDAY. SEPTEMBER 14
WASHINGTUN fIMh. SPEECH 15 EMBARGOED UNTIL THAT TIVWE.

BbGIﬂ TEXT‘

LIKF S50 NANY ANPRICANS, 1 aM DFEPLY COMCERNED OVER THY -
CELECTION DEVELOP“ENTS IN SOUTH VIETNAM, THE ADMINISTRATION
. SHOULD NOT SANCTION THE ONE~MAN REFEREMDUM PRESIDENT THIEUX

- WISHES TO HOLD 1IN OCTORER. IF NECESSARY TO ASSURE A :
GEIINE CONTEST THF OCTQBER "FLLCTION" SHOULD BE POST* o
‘"THE UNITEU STATES'STILL HAS A STHONG PRESENCE AMD'SIG- oot

- HIFICANT INFLUENCE I VIETNAM THAT SHOULD BE USED TO PERMIT . )
THE SOUTH VIETMAMESE PEOPLE A CHOICE IN A WEANINGFUL PRESI~ S
DENTIAL ELECTION. IT SHOULD ‘BE MADE CLEAR TO PRESIDENT 3 o
THIEY THAT THE COMMITMENT OF THE UMNITED STATES HAS BEEN.
~TO THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH VIETNAM -~ TO "GIVE THE SOUTH
VIETHAHESE PEOPLE A CHANCE TO DETERMINE THEIR OUN FUTURE"
AS FOUR PRESIDENTS FRON EISENHOWER TO NIXOM HAVE PLEDGED ~-=
AND NOT TO PRESIDLNT THIEU OR TO ANY OTHER PARTICULAR
CPOLITICIAN. | |

I POHSID&R THE FAILURE TO HAVE A COMPETITIUE PRESIDENTIAL o

 CONFIDENTIAL
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ELECTIGﬂ I3 UIETNAh A SERTOUS AND FUNDAUFNTﬂL MATTER .
SHOULD SUCH AN ELECTION FAIL TO TAKE PLACE, I MUST RE~-
SERVE MY POSITION REGARDING FUTURE U.S. MILITARY AND
ECONOMIC AID TO THE SQUTH VIETNAHESh GOU&RNMENT. '

- IT/1S IRONIC THAT THE 3ABOTAGT OF THIS PRESIDENTIAL
- ELECTION IS NOT BY THE VIET COHG «~~ WHO N0 LONGER SEEM.
ABLE T0 DO IT «= BUT BY THE THIEY REGIt& ITSELF. '

UNFORTUNATFLY THE Y.S5. ADMINISTRATION HAS NOT ONLY
- ALLOVWED THE ELECTIGM SITUATION TO DFTERIORATE, IT HAS
' CONTRIBUT&D TO THE DLTERIORATION. |

o OUEW THE LAST YEAR .THE ADMINISTRATION COULD HAVE ACTFD

O THE BaS1S OF OUR STILL SIGHIFICANT PRESENCE IN VIETNAM. -

INSTEAD IT MAINTAINED THE FACADE OF A "HANDS OFF"™ POLICY,

WHICH COULD ONLY BE CONSTRUED INITIALLY AS AN ENDORSEWENT .‘

OF PRES IDENT THIVU, AND MORE RLCLNTLY HIS METHODS .

THE AGNIHISTRATIDN COULD HAVE PU?LICIZED WIDFLY A DIREC-
~IIVE TO ALL U.S. REPRESENTAYIVES, ADVISERS AHD PERSONNEL
THROUGHOUT VIETHAY , STATING OUR FIRST AND FOREIMOST COM=-
MITUENT 1S SELF- DhTFRMINATION FOR THE VIETNAUMESE PEOPLE
CANDCDEHOCRATIC DEVELOPHENT THROUGH A FAIR CANPAIGN AND
VOTING PROCFDURro ACCONPANYING SUCH A DECLARATION BY A
PROGRAM ASSURING THﬁ CITIZENRY THAT THE U.S. SUPPORTS HO
CAMDIDATE BUT ONLY THE RIGHTS OF ALL CANDIDATES TO CaM-

PAIGH FREELY AND OF ALL VOTERS TO BE FREE OF COERCION AND ,.

PRESSURE. INSTEAD THE ADWINISTRATION ALLOWED OUR FFBASQY
LO CONVEY THE I'PRLEHION THAT IHILU UAS REALLY "OUR MAN.

Tanp WHEW IT BEGAUE OBVIOUS TO ALL THAT PR&SIDPNT THIEY
'WAS INTENT O A QUE-BAN REFERENDUM, THE ADMINISTRATION

SHOULD HAVE SAXID PURLICLY THAT THIa IS HOT GOOD ENOUGH:; -

GAND IT SHOULD HAVE BROUGHT QUR INFLUENCE TO BEAR UPON
CPRESIDENT THIEU TO FIND WAYS (AS HE HAS DONE BEFORE) TO
CUNLOCK THE SITUATION AND ASSURE A BONA FIDE CONTEST THAT
INCLUDES GENERAL HINH, VICE PRESINDENT KY , AND ANY OTHER
LEGITIVATE CANDIDATE, INSTEAD THE ADMINISTRATION HAS .
ISSUED RATIOQHALTZATIONS AND APOLOGIES FOR THE SITUATION,
- GETTING PRESIDENT THIEU "OFF THE HOOK™, AND IN EFFECT

, S&NCTIOUING THE OAL-iAn REFERENDUﬂ. |

et ]

. CONFIDENMTIAL
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YT IS A TRAGEDY THAT'AFTFR YEARS OF VIETNANESE AND AMERI=

CAl SACRIFICES, THE ADMIWISTRATION MAS NOW LAPSED INTO A

MOOD OF CYRICISM ABOUT THE PROSPECTS FOR PDbITIVE POLITI*

CAL DEVELOPMENT IN VIETNAM.

THE ONE CROUP THAT IS NOT CYNICAL.ITS THE PLQPLE OF
VIETHAM. THEY TURNED OyT IN RECORD NUMRERS DURING THE

~RECENT NATIOHAL ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS THEY IGHORED VIET

CONG THREATS, INTINIDATION AND TERRORI?M. OVER 5.5 MILLIQN }

PEOPLE WENT TO THE POLLS - THAT 1S 78,5 PERCENT OF THE

ELIGIBLE VOTERS.' OF THE 159 SEATS TO BE FILLED B84 ! uEmT‘Tc i

PRO-THIEU CAHDIDATES, 66 TO OPPOSITION CANDIDATES AND }5-

TO IMDEPEHDEHTS, NO DOUBT THERE WERE ABUSES. NO DOUBT.

.:‘SOME OF THE OPPOSITION WERE SUBJECTED, AT THE POLLS, TO

- COUPLED WITH A HEALTHY AUTAGONISH BETWEEN PRO AND ANTI- H"-; SRR
THIEY FORCES, AROUSED PUBLIC INTEREST AMD BROUGHT THE - ;

QUESTIONABLE TACTICS. BUT THE IVGRﬁASlD SEGURITY ,

VIETHANEGE PEOPLE IHTO THE SYSTEM AT 7,930 POLLING SITES.
THEIR VOTE DID MAKE A DIFFERENCE. AND THE PEOPLE SENSED

A COWTEST WHLRE THE MAN IN POWER “ANIPULATES THE LAWS AND
iINTlﬂIDATEb THE - COURTJ IS NOT AN ELECTION.

* POLITICS IS SCRAPPED I1H FAVOR OF A ONE~ HAN REFERENDUM 1S R

A CORTEST ﬂHERE POTFNTIAL OPPOUENTS HAVE GOOD: REASDN 10

BELYEVE THEY UILL BE DLAILD ACClb TOVEHE PFGP!E 18 NOT _
AN cLECTIOW.

’A CORTEST UHERE THE PEOPLE CAN VOTE ONLY TD APPROUF OF

THE ACTS OF Al ADKINISTRATION BUT ARE OFFERED HO WAY TO ‘
EXPQL‘S THEIR DISAPFRDUAL IS NOT AN ELECTION.

h CONTEST WHERE THE ADVERSARY SYSTEM OF DEMOCRATIC
NOT Al ELEGTION. . o
1 Al 10T SUGGESTING, OF COURSE, THAT THE VIETHAMESE wsT

- . HAVE A SYSTEM WHICH IS TUE VIRROP IMAGE OF OUR 04N ~~ OR
 ANY OTHER., BUT A NON-ELECTIOHN PLAYS INTO THE‘HANDS-OF

CONFIDENTIAL
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1T, AMD THIS IS THE BEGInsing OF PARTICIPATORY DEHOCRACYs
-~ UBUT THE UPCQNIntPRESIDfNTIAL REFERENDUM IS HO ELECTzon.  - ,V
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| THOSE mﬂo W ISH TO SER THE FUTURW 0OF VIFTNnM SalTLED BY .
A¥ ARMED STHUGGLE. THE RENEWED TalX OF COUPS, THE POLARI~

ZATION AsD THE FRUSTRATION HARDEW ATTITUDES AND ENCOURAGE

 VIOLENCE, RATHER THAN A POLITICAL SOLUTION. MOREQVER,

THE DEVELOPMENT OF A SENSE OF PARTICIPATION It POLITICAL
LIFE AMOHG THE VIETUAMESE IS8 AR IWPORTANT WaY OF IN=
SURING THAT THEY MWILL COHTINUE TO WORK FOR AND DEFEND
THEIR S0 CO‘;TLY IM)EPEUDENCE- '

 UARIOUS WAYS STILL EXIST TO RESTORE THE THREE-UAY RAGE
- THAT WUAS EXPEQTED FOR A PERIOD OF r:vn AUD ALSO OPEN IT
. TO OTHER GANDIDATES:.

- THE SUPREJE POURT I SOUTH VIETHAM CAM REOPEN THF

“LIST OF CAUDIDATES, AND CAN POSTPONE THE OCTOBER

. ELECTION FOR 373 TO 94 DAYS TO PROVIDE THE TINE NECESSARY

' 'ju WHICH TO ORGAHIZE A GENUINE AtD OPEN ELECTION.

-~ THE HEWLY ELELILD HATIONAL anFHBlY IN UIFTNAH CAN

- BE .CALLED 1IN SPECIAL SESSION TO AMEMD THE ELECTORAL LAV TOTJ

PROMOTE A MEAHING FUL ELECTION, AHND IF MLCFS&ARY 10
VOTE TO POS TPONE IHE ELECTION.

| - f]'
THE ﬂDMIﬂ fRQTiOH SHOULD 370P PWLYE&D{V 10 DE HELP ~ .

LESS, SAYI®G THERE 15 MOIHING MORE TO B DONt- THE
UUITfD STATES STILL HAS SUFFICIENT INFLUENCE IN VIETNAN

. T0 SEE THAT A POINTLESS REFEREHDUW IS TRANSFORED INTO A
. HEARINGFUL PﬂlITICAl CONTEST -~ IF NECESSARY AT B LATER
. QATEo‘ : . _ o o ,
o EMD TEXT. . L
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON |
CONFIDENTIAL/EYES ONLY ~ September 10, 1971

' MEMORANDUM FOR

- THE SECRETARY OF STATE
' 'THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE |
THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

"The President has directed that until further notice there be no comment.
or speculation, either on the record or on a background basis, concerning
the speech to be delivered by Senator Jackson on the Senate Floor on the
‘afternoon of September 10, 1971.

Henry A, Kissinger

CONFIDENTIAL/EYES ONLY
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